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WILD FLOWERS FROM 
COMPASSONATE GARDEN 
(A) 

Normally, monsoon season usually starts 
third week of may. Monsoon seems that visits 
too much to somewhere, because it has not come 
until May of this year. Therefore, people from 
here meet that they difficulty get for drinking 
water. People from beginning of Laye Myo river 
equally share the wather. But wather is still of 
bad that it is bissolving yellow mud in it. Even 
I.aye Myo rivet valley where plenty of freshwa¬ 
ter once has very difficult to use water. Water 
from river never run out, however wells are dry 
up. 

There are two wells in our village. One is 
entrance of outside monastery that is used by all 


villgers, and another is inside the monastery com¬ 
pound that is used by monks and novies. Both of 
them are dry up this year. When wells are diy up. 
all of us get water from river for using and drink¬ 
ing. We also take a shoewr at the river. But boys 
living at monastery carry wather from river for 
use and drink. Therupon, a group of girls donate 
waters to the monastery in the evening. 1 think 
that they are fun with their friends rather than 
getting a wholesome deed. 

Time after time, school is opened in June. 
Although school opens, rain has not appeared yet. 
So waters are still being carried from river. 1 also 
start that course of learning in Buddhist scrip¬ 
tures for novies and boys living at monastery. One 
day, a group of girls who donating waters ap¬ 
proach me. And then, 

• "^Reverend, are you not able to teach us? 

We want to learn school text hook. ” 

1 ask them. 

Isn't there a school for you all?'' 

They answer me. 
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“fVe don't have any money for attending 
school. " 


I've got nothing to say, when I’ve heard their 
words. Then, I recite slowly and repeatly that al¬ 
though they want to learn, they have no money ” 
but there is not big deal for five hundred kyats 
(Us fifty cent), but there are so much for them. 
How don't I know about a situation of my villag¬ 
ers. A person can earn four hundred kyats (Us 
fourty cent) a day. School entrance fees for a child 
is five hundred kyats, let’s say that they are sav¬ 
ing money for the child. How many days do they 
save for the child? How to make for then living 
cosl? I agree with the request of the girls, and I 
said ‘TV is a good idea. 1 am going to teach the 
school text. ” 


(B) 

They don't bring anything with their hand 
while they come to monastery. Let it be. There is 
no problem. I write at a blackboard besides 1 told 
them that listen and repeat. I have been teaching 
this way for long times for my novies. 1 check 



the education standards of my students. Their 
ages and figures seem virgins, but their educa¬ 
tion levels are just kindergarden. Oh My Good¬ 
ness! There fore, I teach them the kindergarden 
level. There are not easy for them to do their text 
book exercises. I arrange them to do their exer¬ 
cises on slate that my novices and boys have used. 
Later on, I buy them slates and slate sticks. Slate 
sticks are not the same that I used them when I 
was childhood. Slate sticks are made by slices of 
slate stone stuck together. Consequently, students 
can use slate sticks just for one time. As a result, 
we sharp small slate stones from mountain val¬ 
ley and river valley to become slate sticks. 

There are several students in the beginning. 
After that, the quantity gradually increased. There 
are girls besides boys also arrive. Students and 
boys living at monastery are totally about fourty. 

* I consider that to open officially a monastic edu¬ 
cation by permission of Ministry of sasana (the 
teaching of Buddha). 1 starts government primary 
school (G.M.S), students at government primary 
school will transfer to G M S. If I open the G.M.S, 
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1 have to teach a particular course what the 
goverment wants. It is okay to do that. Problems 
are that to get books and teachers. Where can I 
get them? T am not able to do that teaching all 
subject and buying all books. That's why, 1 slep 
back a plan that opening the G.M.S. when I have 
many students, I ask for help some people who 
have already passed high school and who can't 
effort money to contimue high school education. 
When they have leisure, they teach the students. 
It is more convenient than I try alone. Even 
thought, 1 don't give all text books, 1 try to give 
all exercise books. Kindergarden and first grade 
are using slates and slate sticks. After first drade, 
students can read in Burmese. Just then I teach 
them civics besides health what to obey and 
avoid. There is no particular course to teach, there 
with I teach what is good for them. There after, 
students study region of Arakan and geography. 
There is a reason why they are taught by. They 
don't even know a location of their village re¬ 
gion of Arakan, and the river which they take a 
bath every day. 1 tell that this river's name is Laye 
Myo river alia INZANA NADI (river of clear 






water that like eyedrops). When 1 question, 
“What part of town is your village?”, they can't 
answer. I teach that your village is a part of Mrauk 
Oo township. It is more important than to know¬ 
ing about far away from here. The teaching tech¬ 
nique that I use for novices before in here is that 
able to read in Burmese well. After that they are 
admonished for their behaviors. Then, they learn 
by heart Pa Reit (sutta to ward off evil or harm, 
later on, they rote geammar rules of Buddhist 
seripture and Abhidammar (the ultimate truth). 
After they can recite desciplines of novice to me, 
I help them to become novices. If their parents 
make them novices. If they can't I help the boys 
to become novices with their parent's permis¬ 
sions. When they have enough to go well-known 
monastery in city, I send them out. I can do in 
this way just for boys. There on, the future of 
girls is blocked. The number of students is gradu¬ 
ally increased. How ever, there is different months. 
Some months have increased students, some have 
not, Some students who are able to attend gov¬ 
ernment school also join my voluntary school, 
when the government school is closed. 
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The government sehool starts at ten o'clock 
in the morning. My voluntary school is teaching 
from six o'clock to nine o'clock, from noon to 
one o'clock. My voluntary school is not only bet¬ 
ter reading skill than government school but also 
calculating skill in mathematics. Some students 
are higher grade, but they can’t even read first 
grade text book and don't understand addition and 
subtraction. Because, they don't have many days 
to learn at government school although they 
should. When they learn from my voluntary 
school, they can read better. In fact, they leam 
from voluntary school, because they don't need 
to pay only fee and they get free books. Some 
students who effort to pay a little money, leam 
from a private tutor who fail the high school again 
and again. 

My voluntary school continuously teaches 
the whole year except the day before the Bud¬ 
dhist sabbath and the Buddhist sabbath day. Ex¬ 
cept these every two days, I try that not to close 
the close. Because, I don't want them to think 
that voluntary school as same as government 


school which is not open regularly. There upon, I 
try to teach regularly. Even though, I have a little 
fever, I don't absent to teach. Time after time, 
school years go over and over. 

(C) 

I guess that there is about to know the situa¬ 
tion of children from my school. I will tell about 
between them and their farmily. I give homework 
to them. When they don't do their homewoek, I 
frusterte. For the reason that they don't listen my 
works. They are staring me in my face. I think 
that their looking are expressing that they don't 
understand me. I question. “D/t/ / tell you to do 
your homework? Didn't you?'" They answer, 
“ Yes, Reverend, you tell us" Then I ask, “ Where 
is your homework and why don't you do your 
homework?" They reply, '"''Reverend, we don't 
have any candle. " There after, I slap my fore¬ 
head by myself, As a result, there is impossible 
to make them do homework. I supply slates and 
books what they need. I provide money some stu¬ 
dents to buy slates and books. I am waiting for 
books and slates what they purchased. I don't see 
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any books or slates several days. I cogitate that 
nobody sells stationery here, therefore they can 
obtain from town. However, 1 never see any books 
or slates what they bought. Then I ask. 

“ Where is the books and slates that I tell 
yon to buy? Isn't there anybody goes to town?'"’ 
They reply, 

My father said, ‘I will buy you the books 
later. Now, he has to buy rice. ” 

There are same answer that they seem to 
consult each other. 1 can't do anything except I 
sigh deeply. 

Some students don’t attend regularly, be¬ 
cause they have malaria frequently. Every stu¬ 
dent knows that when they have malaria fever, 
they have to check their bloods. However, there 
is hard to check. They require a boat to check 
their bloods. If they hire the boat they must pay 
four hundred kyats for aday. they can't avoid to 
donate at the hospital, and they need money for 
food and medicine. Consequently, they don't go 
to hospital for some health problem. They exam¬ 
ine for their health when AZG, non-government 
organization, has arrived at here. When they have 



the malaria virus, they receive medicine for that. 
If they don't, they don't get. Even they take the 
medicine for it, fever goes away and it appear a 
few weeks later. Thereupon, cycle of malaria 
never end. 

Some childern with pale and drawn need 
take good care of medicine. But they are not able 
to approach any clinic. Thereto, 1 find out that 
they absent the school, because they are sinking 
into whirlpool of fever. Some students do not 
attend the school, because they work together 
with parents in a farm. Although, their parents 
don't need their help, they are hired by other 
people under their parents’ control. They usually 
have been dispatched to row the boat that some¬ 
body takes a journey for sell goods. A person who 
rows the boat earns about five thousand kyats 
for round trip that it takes about two weeks. As a 
result they absent the school, when they row the 
boat. 

A student who attend regularly the school 
improves gradually education. Some students 
who absent the school are not able to follow the 
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lesson. Thereon, they need to go down the class. 
I don't hold the examination. The goal of my vol¬ 
untary school is that to read and write skillfully 
in Burmese besides to calculate in Maths. If one 
can't read or write, one is taught again and again. 
If one doesn't understand the grade that one takes, 
one has to go down lower grade. In this case, one 
can't read or write in Burmese, one gose down 
lower grade in Burmese. If one can't calculate in 
Mathematics, one gose down lower grade in 
Maths. Some students who are not bright, are just 
growing their body. Thir intelligence quotient is 
as same as before they are. 


I'here are different between boys and to ab¬ 
sence from school.When mother of girl is work¬ 
ing at outside job, girl has to carry water, wash 
clothes, and care little brothers or sisters. There¬ 
upon, she can't show up the school. Some girls 
bring a little baby to school with them. What¬ 
ever displine I make they keep bring their younger 
brothers or sisters. They put the baby beside them. 
When the baby defecates or urinates, they have 
to take care of that. If the baby is crying, they 


have to coddle for that. If one is busy in writing, 
one ask for help another to take good care of baby. 
There is sure about that if they don't take the baby 
to school. They will absent from school. Conse¬ 
quently, I give up bringing the baby to school. 
Sometimes, my school seems a day care centre. I 
can not lay down strict disciplines. Therefrom, I 
allow them to be convenient for their lives. 1 softly 
repeat in Pali Ja Hta Ra Han (appropriately). 

(D) 

I don't see so many intelligent students. 
However, I am aware of a few students. I even 
speak out my utter astonishment, WOW!, because 
one of my student is so bright. I write a lesson on 
a blackboard, and she cppy it. Then she recites 
by heart the lesson. There is very hard to find 
just like her, because she reads and writes ac- 
* tively and difinalely. Most of students are dull. 
Because of that, according to their geneis or lack 
of food, their brains are not active. Their skin are 
not only olive and watery but also dry and un¬ 
healthy. They have bad complexion that look like 
dried fish under the sun. 
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Although, I don't know what they ead, I have 
a conversation with them sometimes. A child told 
me that even though he can eat there dishes, he 
doesn't eat it all because of unsufficient food. 
There dishes are too much for a child. Thereon, 1 
ask another child about that. The number of his 
family members and the amouht of cooking rice 
are not equal. There are a couple of children eat 
breakfast. The earliest time nine o'clock in the 
morning is a first time that they see rice for the 
whole day. 1 suggest that their slow development 
of brain depen on their foods. 

One day, I check the answer of a child from 
kindergarden. While I check his answer, I ask 
informally what his mother is doing. He does not 
have a father. I just make informal comversation 
with him. I don’t really waht to know. However 
he answer. 


"'My mother cooks rice at home. ” 

That is twelve o’clock when school starts 
afternoon. 1 suspect his answer for lunch or din¬ 
ner. Therefore, I question him, 

Is that for dinner?" 



He answer, 

‘Wo, that is not, That is for lunch." (also 
known as breakfast, because they never have 
breakfast in the morning.) ' 

I respond comically, 

“You are a liar."'' ' 

Reverend I don't lie about that." 

I guess that there is impossible about he does 
not eat anything until now. 

Then I queation again, 

“Zy that real? Don't lie to me." 

'‘"Reverend, 1 don't lie to you." 

""If this were so, did you eat .some .snack." 

I didn't have any snack, but I ate boiled bam¬ 
boo shoots.” 

I've nothing to say when I've heard his an¬ 
swer, eating boiled bamboo shoots. This time is 
bamboo shoots season. I suggest that in previous 
day, his mother has broken the bamboo shoots, 
and boiled it for sell. Besides, he ate it before he 
came to the school. She sold bamboo shoots at a 
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bazaar to get money. Thereto, she buys rice and 
cooks about noon. In reference to situation men¬ 
tioned above, there is hard to improve their in¬ 
telligence quotient. 

Although, I give lunch break from nine 
o'clock to twelve o'clock, they don't go back 
home. I ask them. 


“ H''hy don't you go back home?" 

‘‘‘‘Rice have not been cooked yet." 

They know very well about their home. They 
find food for just one meal as same as hen scratchs 
around for food. Some families eat breakfast, 
lunch and dinner altogether a meal for whole day. 

I, who get entangled with these pupils, am 
not able to help effectly. If I were a person who 
has A Bain Nyain (fulfils a powers of creating 
forms), I would provide all they need, I find my¬ 
self as a red ant's life that it has a desire with 
weak waist. 
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